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Adventure flying | Minnesota's flying families

Minnesota's |
flying families

Flying is in their blood, with wheels, floats and skis.
Words and photos by Geoff Jones.
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UTUMN CAN BRING crystal clear i R raeis chewii

days, light winds, a horizon like a ruler, ; : S : . thefatofa

and cool, crisp air. The cooler weather Saturday morning.
also brings better performance and
economy to your aircraft and its engine. Yes,
there can be drawbacks such as fog and less
haurs of daylight, but aviators from M-II.‘II'II'_‘Sﬂta - : = — __ S it .
to Middle Wallop will surely agree that it would i | ik =4 NCAELake Ekng.: |
be a crime not to fly on these clear autumnal e

- : 4= 4 | OV-ID Mohawk
days. = at American Wings
And this is what | discovered when | flew to || ] 1 3 Alr Museum,

Minneapolis, a direct nine-hour flight by : - : 5 | The Mississippi
Morthwest Airlines fraom Gatwick. ' g - running through

Minneapolis/St Paul, the Twin Cities, 15 the e 3 e ——— ::wnnhgﬁtt:!
administrative capital and heart of Minnesota, : G MNorthwest Airfines

which embraces the western tip of Lake 3 in 1926 for its HO.
Superior, Canada borders the lake's northern »

shore. guaranteead, but pick your time right, throw in a At Anoka there are claimed to be nearly 500
Being the world headguarters of Northwest dose of luck and hundreds of new destinations GA aircraft, mostly in individual leck-up hangars.
Airlines (since 1926), this is very much an air- open up. If you want to rent a plane in the On the west side of the field is the Cirrus Flight
minded city, be the planes big jets or little Minneapolis area there are two airports to hone  Center, and yes, they'll rent you a Cirrus. They'll
puddle-jumpers. The whole State is firmly on in on: Flying Cloud at Eden Prairie about ten also make a PA-28 available and provide a full
the General Aviation map, with mare milas west-south-west of the city and Anoka FBO information service, including fuel at the
commercial light aircraft being built there than County, & similar distance to the north. There ‘astronomic price’ (Oct 2005) of $3.55 per usg -
in amy other U.5. State - that's because Cirrus are others at Crystal, Lake Elma, Fleming “astronomic’ because our LS, pilots have had it
Aviation's factory is at Duluth, 150 miles north Field/South 5t Paul and even Minneapalis so0 good for so many years as far as avgas
of Minneapolis. Downtown (Holman Field) a mere two miles prices are concerned, they now feel )
Sunny skies and 100-mile visibility can't be from the city’s business district. overburdened at the escalating cost. Check hire
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winter in Minnesata and those arctic winds
sweep down fram Canada dropping the
temperature to zero Fahrenheit, the 10000
lakes freeze solid and apart from the potential
ahstruction of the accasional ice-fishermen, add
another potential 10,000 possible aerial
destinations to yvour list, Local taildragger pilots,
with aircraft suitably equipped with large tyres
or skis, frequently drop in at thase frezen lakes
= that's unknown in the UK and reserved faor
higher elevations af the Alps and in
Scandinavia

You may soon think that you're in
Scandinavia, in fact, as you fly the Minnesota
skies, The pilots and peaple vou'll maet here are
irariably of Scandinavian ar German arigin -
Charles Lindbergh, who was brought up arcund
here, was a case in point, his pradecessors
caming from Swadean, There must be more
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Andersons, Petersons and Neilsens around
Minnesota than there are Joneses in South
Wales, And why did these people settle in
Minnesota? As soon as you get in the air you
realise how the flat landscape resembles the
flatter parts of northern Europe, with many
lakes, forests and steep-roofed houses,

Wy quest was twofold: ta {ly some interesting
and different aircraft in a lesser known part of
the USA, and to pursue my hobby of air-to-air
photography.

Lake Elrmao airport to the east of Minnzapolis
was my first port of call - to meet the
Andersons! It's a standing joke in many quarters
about the ‘airport geezers’, thase aging L5
pilats whe rarely fly, but gather onee @ week to
hangar fly. Well, although Jim Andersan is now
grounded due to medical problems, his son Paul
and a whole army of their Lake Elmo frignds

explode this myth, Every Saturday morning
they gather at one of the Lake Elmo hangars to
cook breakiast, a cholasterol-fuelled humdinger!
and when breakfast is aver they go fly. | joined
them for a morning of aeronautical indulgence,
with classic aircraft types to die for, the mast
madern being & 19708 Cassna Skyhawk, that

We now used as a camera ship, Piper L4 Cub,
Cesena 1-50 Bebecat, Maval Aircraft Factary

H3M, Glabe Swift, Cassna 170, and that's before
the hemebuilts appeared, a Midget Mustang,
E&A Acro Sport, Kitfox and Thorpe T-18.

Dennis Hoffman is the owner of several, an
ace airerafl restorer who's blessed with the time
and the finance to lavish exceptional care on
preserving = and fiving - thesa rare birds, His
currant eache s four aircraft in one of the lock
up hangars on Fairchild Row (each of the rows
of lock-ups have straat nameas) and hera is the
home of the "‘RATHOLE" (Regional Aviation
Tactical Headguarters of Lake Elma). His L-4
Cub was found in a barn in 1988 at Clear Lake
Wisconzsin and ha's kean flving the hell out of it
since restaration was complete in 1989, His
Cessna 172, new in 19523, was his next project, a
bvpe recommendes by ancther Lake Elmo
resldent who said, “For nostalgia, economy and
four-place seating, get & 770" He did and
restored it to a pelished metal finish that takes
Iots of weekly TLC, He thinks the 170 is probably
fow wWorkh 550,000+, but is adamant that he
wouldn't sellit, it's so much fun to fiy,







